A case of miliary pulmonary cryptococcosis and review of literature.
We describe a case of cryptococcal fungemia in a 62-year-old male renal transplant patient. The diagnosis was established by isolation of Cryptococcus neoformans using the Isolator(®) blood culture lysis-centrifugation system. Testing for cryptococcal antigens was negative in the serum and cerebrospinal fluid. Transbronchial lung biopsies and bronchoalveolar lavage were negative. Antifungal therapy with fluconazole was started, resulting in fever remission, and a sustained clinical response was achieved. The literature on miliary pulmonary cryptococcosis is reviewed, and three similar cases were previously reported with disseminated cryptococcosis that resembled miliary tuberculosis on imaging. These emphasize the importance of eliminating causes other than tuberculosis in patients presenting with miliary pulmonary disease, even in countries with a high prevalence of tuberculosis.